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into a doze when his attention was aroused by the con-
cluding order 4-----and if the four t English soldiers
came out of the vaults you are at once to tell the
sergeant.' Next morning he sent for the sergeant, and
inquired who these four soldiers were, and how and
when they got into the vaults. The sergeant could give
him no information. He had merely repeated the
direction as he had received it. The curiosity of the
officer was excited. He prosecuted his inquiries, and
brought to light a curious story.
On* our first acquisition of Agra an English detach-
ment was kept in the fort. One day four of the soldiers
were missing. They had entered the palace, and been
seen to descend the vaults. They had not come out of
them. The vaults were searched, but the soldiers were
not discovered, nor any clue as to what had become of
them. While the search was in progress the order had
be%en issued that had attracted the officer's attention. It
had not been countermanded, and so for near half a
century it continued to be repeated; passed on from
one sentry to another for a generation after the occur-
rence that gave rise to its issue had been forgotten.
I once had an attendant, who in his youth had been
a Sepoy in the Agra provincial battalion. He told me
that he had been on duty in the fort at the time, and
remembered the disappearance of the four soldiers. He
said that some persons thought the men had deserted;
others thought that they had fallen into some pit or
well. But all that was known accurately was that they
had entered the subterranean passages, and were never
seen to emerge from them. He added that in conse-
quence of this occurrence the remoter parts of the
galleries were walled up, and great restrictions were
placed on access to the remainder.